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| am pleased to be here representmg
the Association of Nova Scotia Lan

Surveyors and to comment on what’s
happening in the east, to give "An East-
ern’ Perspective” of the surveying
profession.

It you ask any Nova Scotia Land
Surveyor these days what the biggest
Issue of the day is, they Won’t say the
Com etition Bureau, they will say the
APENS: the Association ofProfessional
En?meers of Nova Scotia. Within the
|ast three years, two_of our members
have been charged with_ practising en-
gineering in contravention of the' en-

ineering Profession Act I Nova
%cotla Those charges relate to the
lay |nlg out of roads and the showing of
prof| es and elevations on plans.

t now stands, those members
have not met with much success before
the courts. There are several copvic-
tions against our members and at least
one case is under appeal. The good
news, 1 that they are lower court
decisions but the”bad news js that
Whateverthey are, they are agamstour
Association and members, Also, the
APENS has Rroduced an_informatjon
bulletin which has been distributed to
our Department of Transportation and
Development officers throughout the
Province. The Bulletin lists the kinds
ofthings they feel fall within engineer-
ing. One gfthe ifems they list is "sizing
and configuration of ldts". This has
caused our Association and members a
great deal of concern, as you can well
imagine. The major problem Is the
def|n|t|on of professional land survey-

(T; the definition we have in our Acts
rather narrow. On the other hand, the
definition of professional engmeermg
In the Engineering Profession Act COUl
be interpreted to read; for example, if
we rearrange the chairs and tables in
this room, We have designed some klnd
oftransportation systen and are quilty
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of professional en%lneerlng It seems to
be almost that wile

Our Association has been very con-
cerned about this problem. Counil has
deliberated long and hard and haye
met with our solicitor to develop the
most apBropnate approach to resolving
this problem. The approach is really a
three- f)ron?ed aPproach Firstly, there
IS d|p omafic activity. There Is a com-
mitt ee now established hetween
APENS and our Association which is
attempting to work out a solution, to
this impasse. It appears to be an im-
passe, 10 come up with some kind of
agreement between the two. profes-
sjons about what the relative g)urlsdlc
tions are, something that each body can
live with, It’sa fairly high level commit-
tee consisting of the President of our
Association and two other members,
and the President of APENS and two of

their members. That committee has a
six-month mandate by our members to
come_up with a resolution to this prob-
lem. The six months will draw to a closg
In_about two months from now {Apr
'90), The committee has met with some
|imited success but still feels there is a
lot of work yet to be done.

One of the other approaches is what
we_have called: "the political and legis-
lative approach”. T hat Involves [ooking
at our Act and possible amendments

which would shore up what we feel is
the tradltlonal{urlsdlc lon of land sur-
veyors, and at the same time, we look
atthe exRanded profession and a num-
ber of other things that we should in
cIuded when we are doing tha
amen

The th|rd and last, and hoRefuIIy one
we will not get to, |stheonet at we call

the legal approach f forced to, we
g0 to court to ask for a declaration

o wha the relative jurisdiction of
each professmn Is. We have to be realis-
tic about that in that when you go to
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court, you are never sure of what the
outcome would be and we feel that that
Is the least desirable thing to do. For
one thing, we feel it’s incunthent on two
E_rofessmnal bodies to try to resolve this
ind of problem and_be able to live in
harmony and work sidg b% side. We are
hopeful ‘that there will be a positive
resolution of this matter through this
liaison committee. _

There are a number of other things
going on that seem to go hand in hand
with"this issue. For example, in Nova
Scotia our Department of Transporta-
tion has a number of surveyors on staff,
but they are not called surveyars, they
sit in 4 category called "Erigineering
Technician”, That’s something that, as
ou can well imagine, is a.concern to us.

ur DOT Liaison Committee is hopin
to persuade our DeFartmen 0
Transportation to reclassify these
people with the hope to establish a sur-
vey division or department within their
Départment. This is viewed by our
members as really the biggest”chal-
lenge to our profession. There are, of
course, some other worrying things.

In 1988-89 the Association of Nova
Scotia Land Surveyors only commis-
sioned three new ‘surveyojs. At the
same time, we lost 15 full members
which, when you look at our gverall

membership, Tepresents a decline of

4%, 1t doesnt seem like all that much
but ifwe keep Iooklng at 4% every year,
our numbers will go down significantly.

The APENS iSsue is orie of great
cont_mump concern and promises to
continue fo demand more of our ener-
gies and perhaps our money. down the
foad. The competition issue’is also one
of concern, Our general membership
Perha s still sees it as rather remote in
hat it has not touched our Association
[Jer se. However, you can be assured
that the Executive Council and staff see
It as perhaps looming much closer, and
they recognize the seriousness of that
Issue for Surveyors across the country.
Well lend our Support tg your Associa-
tion and others in attackirg or attempt-
Ing_to resolve this issue as it develops.
. "The Competition Bureau and Its ac-
tivities, although they have not yet
touched our association, .is not new in
Nova Scotia. Our Barristers Society
through the years had a minimum fee
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schedule or tariff, and from time to time
have had committees deal with that
subject. They have recently written to
their membership saying _dlsre?ard
that, we dont have any kind of fee
schedule any more. They dishanded the
fee committee, mostIY because, they
%oouldnt get anybody to sit on it any

re.
In Nova Scotia the biggest area of
concern with respect to competition s
with the pharmacists. The Nova Scotia
Pharmaceutical Society and Pharmacy
Association_are now In court fighting
charges laid under the Compgtition
Act. "] dont have all the details and
certainly it I did have them all, | would
Probably not be at liberty to divulge
hem fo"you as it Is an ongoing case, |
can tell you the basis ofthe'charges; the
society “and the Association’s Tariff
Comniittee negotiated with insurance
companies, private insurance com-
panies that have drug plans,to set max-
Imum fees which thgy would pay_to a
pharmacy for prescription drugs. They
came up wjth a schedule saying this I
what we will pay; to X company we will
pay Y dollars for this Rrescrlptlon. That
was negotiated with the TariffCommit-
tee of the Association and a schedule
was sentout to all the pharmacies. The
Insurance company thought that was
great. They were ‘very happy with it
ecause it meant consistency and they
did not have to negotiaté with in-
dividual pharmacies. _
_They knew what they were dealing
with and so did their members, The
companies and pharmacies liked this
as well because It made it much easjer
administratively for them. They felt
that all the fees negotiated were'more
than reasopab]e. The Fubllc,dldn‘t com-
plain. Again, it meant consistency and
stability. They knew from dru? sfore 0
drug store what the price would be and
they were not asked to pay any more
than the insured amount, =
The basis ofthe allegation is that the
Fharmamsts did not compete among
themselves for the business. of these
Insurance companies by setting these
tariff rates. The allegation goes on fur-
ther to say that by establishing these
tariff rates for insurance companies,
they really established a floor price for
all prescriptions. In other words, if you

establish a price for a drug that’s going
to be paid by an insurarice company
that, in_ effect, becomes the Prlce that
the individual consumer off the street
who is not covered by insurance will
pa)( as well. So it was viewed as setting
a floor price.

It should be made clear that there
was never any requirement for a phar-
macy to charge a specific price. The only
thing that was neg_oﬂated and put out
by way of information was thaf this s
the price that the companjes will agree
to pay under their %Ian. All thys started
as far back as 1976. They believe that
the investigation has been going on
since then.” There was a sedrch and
seizure in 1981 Charges were actually
laid three years ago. The point they are
at right now is that preliminary hear-
mgs_have been completed "and a
decision was to be handed down by
March 22 of this year, Being totally
%ptlmlstlc, they have trial datés set for

ctober and November 1990. As a
guess, the costs for this are likely in the
vicinity of half a million dollars and
they have not reached trial yet. Inter-
estingl enougih, last year, In March,
when the preliminary hearings were
under way with respect to competition
Issues, there was a lot of bad press for
pharmacists in Nova Scotia,

_The consumers complained of the
difference in prices from drug store to
drug store. There was a great consumer
outcr?/, the ombudsman was involved:;
all af the same time, the Association
and Society members were in court ad-
dressing_this competition issue. So, we
are keeping our eye onthat and are also
keenly intérested in what is happening
here in Ontario and British Columbia;

On the positive side, | can report to
you that our Association has looked at
and has accomplished some major
changes this year. We started a Survey
Review Department, which con-
menced operation on January 1, 1990,
Our new manager is James Gunn, one
ofour Past Presidents. He assumed his
duties about two weeks ago.

As of June 1this year we have man-
datory liability insurance for gur mem-
bers and we have new regulations with
respect to admission to”membership.
Surveyars real dproperty reports are
still actively under condideration. We
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anticiPate some continuing opposition
from lawyers and lenders but we are

working towards meeting that. Some of

our own members perhdps need to be
convinced, but we have an active com-
mittee and hope to have something on
the rails this year about that, ,

We have formed a committee that’s
called the Land Court Committee. It
has been successful in discussions with
the Attorney General’s department in
Nova Scotia in qualifying surveyors to
be referees who can” be” used Dy the
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia to deal
with property and boundary related
matters. We dont have the details
worked out yet but we have positive

[ .

Ft also looks Iike we may have in
place, before too Iong, a system where
a Supreme Courtdju ge can referto a
surveyor a_boundary” or ﬁropertY re-
lated 1ssue for a repart to the, court. We
view this as very, very positive from a
number of points of view.
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We think most importantly, it will
he,Ig[)] the public and the courfs to deal
with these types of matters quickly and
cheaply as opposed to having Iong
drawn out battles. We also believe that
It greatl){ enhances the professional
image ofland surveyors ofNova Scotia
and”we think it is most appropriate
that land surveyors become involved in
these kinds of activities.

_ When [ look at our current budget,
it’s pretty hard not to notice that our
complaints and discipline budget is

twice the amount budgeted for continu-

ing education. It's"five times the
amount we have budgeted for public
relations. These are the keys
ing education and_ public relations.
Our emphasis is. increasing and we
hope 10 see those,ﬁ%ures reversing as
our efforts move in that direction.”We

hope that our Surve* Review Depart-

ment will greatly help us m_P,Iannm
continuing” education activities. \We

have embarked on some new public

continu-

relations activities which we hope will
be useful to the Association. ,

We now have a speaker’s bureau in
place. This year, forthe first time, there
will be a survey component to the Bar
admission course for the Barristers
Society of Nova Scotia. We now par-
ticipate regularly in real estate hoard
post-llcensmq .courses and have
reqular contributions to local
newspapers. These may not sound like
really big items but they are new things
and are getting us somé ofthe exposure
that we perhaps were lacking before.

To close, I can only say that | have
only been on the scene for about 10
mopnths. There are some major issues
which confront this profession. We per-
haps have small numbers compared to
other professions, but | have certainly
been impressed by the quality of people
In the surveying profession across the
country. Thé fratermtz/ seems strqng
right across the coun r¥ and | thin
thiat votes for a positive Tuture.

m We're ina position

to help.

We’'re SURNAYV, agents for
Trimble, the world’s leader in
Global Positioning technology.
We carry state of-the-art
equipment and we make sure
it's there when you need it.

SURNAV. We’re in a position

to help.

Equipment Sales « Service * Rentals

1000 - 38 Antares Drive

Nepean, Ontario, Canada K2E 7V2
Tel. (613) 723-1830

FAX (613) 723-0786
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